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ARGUIM AND ITS HINTERLAND. Arguim was a small island off
the African coast situated in the bay formed between the arm of
Cabo Blanco and the mainland. Diniz Dias and Nuno Tristilo
discovered it in 1443. Its position was recognised as suitable for
an attempt to divert towards the western coast and the Portu-
guese the Sudan trade, which for centuries had passed north-
wards by caravan across the Sahara to the Mediterranean ports.
Accordingly, a factory was built, shortly after the finding of the
island, and a fort to protect the factory. Arguim, thus fortified,
rose to great importance both as a trading centre and as a
starting-point for overland expeditions into the interior. Its
commercial importance was due to the fact that through it the
great wealth of the western Sudan was successfully tapped.
Arab and Berber merchants travelled westwards great distances
across the desert from the unknown interior to barter away their
goods to the Portuguese, whose caravels approached the coast at
various points near Arguim. The Moslem traders brought civet,
malagueta pepper, gum and gold dust from Timbuktu and
Jenne, slaves from the lands of the Jalofo and the Mandinga,
negro peoples who lived beyond the Senegal, and salt from the
mines of Taghaza1. In exchange for these goods, the Portuguese
merchants, who leased the Arguim trade, gave the Moors a
great variety of cloths, kerchiefs, shawls, burnouses and linens,
corn, horses, bowls, pots, combs, looking-glasses, needles and
hides for shields2.
The extent and nature of this trade is illustrated by three little
records printed below (docs. 32, 33, 34). They show how in the
summer of 1515, when EstevSo da Gama was captain of Arguim
fort, Gon?alo Fernandes, captain of the caravel Santa Catarina,
took on board from the factory in the island a mixed cargo of
goods. He was commissioned to sail southwards along the coast
of Anterote, which was the name given by the Portuguese to the
shore between Arguim and the Senegal, and to barter away his
cargo to the Moors at certain trading points, in particular at
Ponta de Tofia and Sete Moutas, These places cannot be
1 An excellent account of the trade of the western Sudan may be found in
E. W. Bovill, Caravans of the old Sahara (1933).
2 Emeraldo, bk. x, ch. 24; Cadamosto, chs. 9,14.